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Lent is a significant season in the year for Christians. It is a period
of preparation to remember, to mark, to celebrate the Lord’s death
and resurrection at Easter.

As the Wednesday Small Group met this week we thought about
this time and asked ourselves: how are we approaching this time?
What does Lent mean for us?

We drew on background material and were challenged by Joan
Chittister’s words. “Clearly, the liturgical year brings new depth and
meaning to the recurrent patterns of our own...Every year we find
these times different because we are different too.” (Joan Chittister.
The Liturgical Year.)

But are we in fact, different? This, we said, depends on where we
stand. Through all the experiences of our lives, we have been
changing, learning day by day. And now, to this Season, we are
bringing our always changing awareness of ourselves and our
wider world.

In our small group, just for these moments we saw ourselves as
part of the wider Christian Community: as part of our local
ecumenical community where we are appreciating times of worship
and fellowship in our various local churches; at one with
UnitingWorld and Lent Event, reaching out to the people of the
Pacific who join with us in their response. “The impact of climate
change is very real in the lives of our people in Tonga. It means a
lot to us that the people of the Uniting Church in Australia are
standing with us through UnitingWorld”. (Rev Makoni Pulu, Free
Wesleyan Church in Tonga.)

We turned to Walter Brueggemann’s Devotions for Lent: A Way
Other Than Our Own, where he invites us ‘fo live the story’. As we
do this in many ways, we worship, the musicians among us
reminding us that ‘the greatest minds of music’ of all ages have
brought us ‘the story’ through, for example, The Messiah. We sing
together ‘Love will be our Lenten calling’. So, as well as ‘being’ and
‘doing’, we listen, we sing, we pray ...

Realising that fasting, denying ourselves, is a practice of this time,
we listened again to Isaiah’s words (58:6-9): “Is not this the fast that
| choose: to loose the bonds of injustice, to undo the thongs of the
yoke, to let the oppressed go free, and to break every yoke? Is it
not to share your bread with the hungry....Then your light shall
break forth like the dawn”

Sunday March 16th

9.30am  Worship Service with Chris Goringe
Organist: Alan Caradus
tn person and onling...

5.30pm  Worship Service with Chris Goringe and
Jan Reeve
n person and online...

Bible Readings from the Lectionary:

Genesis 15: 1-12, 17-18

Psalm 27

Philippians 3: 17—

Luke 13: 31-35 or Luke 9: 28-36

What’s on this week...

Tue Kids Playtime 10.00-11.30am

Wed Social games 1.00-3.00pm

Fri Christian Meditation 2.30pm
PYES 7.00-9.30pm

Sat Lindara Market 8.00am—1.00pm

Sunday March 23rd

9.30am  Worship Service with Chris Goringe
Organist: Sean Weatherley
n person and online...

10.45am Healing & Wholeness Service

5.30pm  Worship Service with Stuart and Sonia
Powell
n person and online...

Bible Readings from the Lectionary:

Isaiah 55: 1-9

Psalm 63: 1-8

1 Corinthians 10: 1-13
Luke 13: 1-9

Links Service live (or replay) streaming Zoom (for meetings) Church website Chris’ sermons



https://roseville.unitingchurch.org.au/livestream
https://roseville.unitingchurch.org.au/livestream
https://roseville.unitingchurch.org.au/livestream/
https://uca-nswact.zoom.us/j/2821741842?pwd=V2VWUTlkWm5nSGl1SzhRUHo0eGJQUT09#success
https://roseville.unitingchurch.org.au/
https://chrisgoringe.net/category/sermons/

So, we come to Lent thoughtfully, prayerfully, alert to people
close by and far away. We are ready for, alert to the
newness that this time of preparation is already moving
within us.

Teach us O God, to wait in eager anticipation of your
salvation. In this waiting, may we discover the promised
blessings of new strength, new courage, new freedom and
new life. -Walter Brueggemann

-Margot

Scan to donate or join TeamRUC
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Stand with the poor and vulnerabl.e
on the frontlines of climate change. ~
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Discover what your
candidates are pledging for
Australian Aid this election.

Bradfield Electorate

Roseville Uniting Church
7:30pm,

Tuesday 25" March

at » safi id.org.au
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Join us in Prayer...

e World in turmoil: Many people are feeling deeply
unsettled about multiple events around the world, including
disruptive policies from the new US administration. Pray for
all God's people to remember that God is sovereign, to
understand that God's love is real and active, to find hope in
this, and to work to bring about God's reign of love and
justice in all that they do from day to day.

e Australian election: As the federal election looms, pray
that God will be at work in the messages and conversations
of our national leaders over the coming weeks. Pray that
people would be able to overcome fear for their own
circumstances and find generosity to respond to policies that
will benefit our entire Australian community.

e Lent and climate change: As we lean into the Lent

Event challenges to think about ways we can practically

contribute to a more sustainable future, pray that people
would find joy in these disciplines and a sense of hope in
being part of a positive change.

e Our RUC Community: Finally, let's celebrate and give
thanks for the different things we are all involved in, the work
that God is bringing about through us, and the ways that we
love and care for each other.

Stuart

LINDARA
MARKET

8am-1pm

Charity jumble sale at
Lindfield llmtmq Church

Saturday 22nd March
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Roseville Ministry Contacts

Office Address
7a Lord Street
PO Box 44, Roseville 2069

Church Office
Cath Pinchin 9416 5185
office@roseville.unitingchurch.org.au

Office Hours Typically Tue, Wed and Fri

Website roseville.unitingchurch.org.au

Ministry Team

Rev. Dr. Chris Goringe

0402 012 418

Rev. Aeryun Lee

0403491 610

Congregational Chairperson

Sue Drury

Direct Giving
treasurer@roseville.unitingchurch.org.au
Asylum Seeker & Refugee Support
Gwyn Denton gwyn@dentons.id.au

Church Council Chair

Pauline Callan

0417 419 671

Church Council Secretary
secretary@roseville.unitingchurch.org.au
Treasurer
treasurer@roseville.unitingchurch.org.au
Safe Church Officer

Di Knowles 9498 4736



https://events.humanitix.com/safer-world-for-all-electorate-forum-in-bradfield

